
A former Central Intelli- 
gence Agency analyst charged 
yesterday that the .Commu- 
nists’ 1968 Tet offensive in 
3outh Vietnam caught U.S. of- 
ficials by surprise because en- 
emy strength. . had / been 
“deliberately downgraded” to 
mislead the American public. 

| “Although our aim was to 
tool the /American press, the 
' public and the Congress, we in 
intelligence succeeded best in 
pooling ourselves,” former CIA 
intelligence export Samuel A. 
Adams told the House Intelli- 
gence committee. 

Backing up some of his 
charges with, what he . de- 
scribed as notes based on still 
Msecret documents, Adams 
said the distortions were con- 
doped by , il number of . high- 
ranking officials,-. ‘Including 
former U£. Ambassador to Vi- 
etnam Ellsworth Bunker,' 1 for- 1 
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” 'mer White House national se- 
curity affairs adviser Walt lw. 
Rostow, former CIA Director 
Richard Helms, a n d.. Gent. 
Creighton S W. Abrams, . Earls 
G. . Wheeler and William C 
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Westmoreland. 

He said they were -among 
these “who knew there was an 
attempt going onto foo^.the; j 
press” and thus the American 
public. ’• ” - 

Still battling with the White; 
House over secret government 
documents relevant £p Jits in- 
vestigations, the committee 
went ahead with yesterday’s 
hearing as part of an effort tc 
make the Impasse as painin' 
as possible for the Ford ad 
ministration, .f.'/y'l?’, y 
“Ttey’re going to be awfully 
sorry before, we’re dqni’’ 
predicted a committee Scarce 
source. “Debating an empty 
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fensive "stemmed In large 
measure from corruption in 
the intelligence process.” 

As the late President John- 
igon once wrote, the termer 
• CT ¥-'Mpert^ild. lf was' not the... 

a**- , “"“ 

muchas.. its- — 

that caught tJf.S. offleals 
surprise, not only In Wi 
ton 1 but’ in- Saigon, -f 
„ V-8i military - officials 
so unprepared, ; Adams 
that id the day* follow! 

some 1,200 American i 

(Jn.VietnaBijf^idestireyad' or 
damaged, moStiyjby shrapnel] 
from artillery irtittU,,. 

"This . was -totally. Ainex- 
pectedy probably because so 



few VI 



artillery 



l^ere carried in. th^ Order^of | 
Battle [the estimate of enemy 
strength]— evidence was abun- 
dant ..that there were many,” 
Adaiu told the committee, f 
-Military planners conse* 
queptly had failed to provide' 
for .... .revetments— protective, 
mounds at earth— around U.S. 
aircraft before the Tet offen- 
We. began on Jan. 30, 1968, 
the committee was fold:. ’ 
VThus it happened," - Adams 
said; ■Abat .on the early morn- 
ing of iJan. ho, 1968, most 




P 1867, Adams said, he had come 

I Aacross documents at CIA head- 
quarters indicating that the 
4 sttfcngth of -the Communist 
forces in Vietnam— then offi- 
cially estimated at just ufidm 
' 900jDp04«ai actually twipe 
pr close; to 600,000. 

; mld-1967, he .told the 



gories of Vietcong from the 
strength estimate. : ? 1 

“We have Been projecting 
an image of success .over the 
recent months", Adams quoted 
Abrams ha having 

become' public, 



rasmio-uni. uo 

^committee, the evidence of a , . 

much bigger enemy army was caveaU and expli 
so massive > that ‘JThe CIA’s not prevent the . 
position at this point was that drawing an erroneous 
^we'Should increase the enmny gloomy conclusion... All those 



the the war will be reinforced and 

_ i Ittetnam* -whleh the' task- will-, t* r .®ore ,dUfi 
.„ li«hde« v by«^en?*West- Xif ®* &,% 

noreland, began lobbying to ™ 

•• *• estimate - Below •• 1 
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Hlckam Field at Pearl Har- 
tholfi IS JJfdeinber; 19*1- ,■ , < ' 

hg his struggles with 
i the hitrSiUeracy at the (aft. 
and otheitl ’intelligence.., agejtJ 
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Ireland, the, coinmit- 
jl'd," Ulster sflgBbd ;off 
ie cable” and a 
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rector. Helms. 
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des,»iAdams saidhe was con- 
vinced American inteW; 
gence had .so denigrated the 
Vletcong’s capabilities that '.we 
simply, 1 oould not have pre- 
dicted the size of the Tet ah. 
tack.” .. ..* 1 

As the CIA’s Whiy full-twg 
iVietcong sinalyst between £“ 
[fall of 1965 ( and thfclntt J 
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. , tmgm juiy,i^«. Twenty days later, an intel- 

be said, the command began ^emty oay , 

mates dtoghether fblle the CIA caving in. 



L’, ’scaled down” w-jt ■ n»r^ » "bll 

u To hack up % assertions, P a ^. a .l^ 
' Adams cited pwtions-' of_k ;*55M 
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